Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

Lo bl (D@Haf\ttm kmuntounc;k»&av.uk

During the financial year snded 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority,

The internai audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of tha findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this tahle. Set
out below are the objectives of internal contrel and alongside ars the internal audit conclusions on whather, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to & standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

internal control objective . _ | Not
: ) : s | No* | covered"

g

A. Appropriate accctnting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. K

B. This autharity complied with its financlal regulations, paymants were supported by invaices, all -
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accountad for, i

€. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy ' o '
of arrangements to manage thess.

D. The precept or rates requiremant resulted from an adéguate budgetary process; progress against ?/
the budget waa regularly monitored; and ressrves were appropriate.

E. Expactad income was fully recelved, basad on corract prices, propery recorded and prompily w
banked; and VAT was approprlately accountad for, .

F. Petty cash payments were properly sugported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved | 7
and VAT appropriately sccountad for. _

G, Salarfes to employees and allowances to mambers weare paid {h accordance with this autherity's —_—
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were proparly applied. _

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and acourate and properly maintained, :"” :

I._Periodlc pank accourt reconcilistions were propesly carried out during the year, v

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were breparad on the correct accounting basis (recelpts W‘,. .
and paymarits or inceme and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adaquate audit
trail frem undatlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors werg properly racorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance raview in 2022/23, it met the o v : _
exsmption criterla and correctly declarad itself exempt. (If the authorlty had a limited assuranee ;J A A
raview of its 2022/23 AGAR fick "not covered”) .

L. The authority published the required information on & website/wabpage up to date at the tims of the o
internal audit In accordance with the ralevant legislation,

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of _

1 mpublic rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {deuring the 20238-24 AGAR period, v
were public iights in refation to the 2022-23 AGAR evitenced by a netice on the website andfor
atthority approved minutes corlirming the dales sat). .

N. Tha authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR ' V’
{500 AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. (For locat councils only) _No_{Nol applicabla
Trust funds (including chariteble) — The councll met its responsibilitias as & frustes.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls exisied (ist any other risk areas on separafe sheats if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

o /o \ /2,&2-,{.(. At 2:./@;%/2&2& T fusiNess SeRyiCEd Lot
Signature of person who /kf i PN | Date 20 /o 4 /1aa¢f,

carried out the internal audit
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24
We acknowladge as the members of;

Poynton with Worth Town Council

our responsinility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements far
the preparation of the Accounting Staternents, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

' Agreed

‘Yos' means thal this authority:.

|| prepared its gesounting statements it accordance
| with Ihe Accounts and Audit Reguiations.

1. We have putin place arangemants for effeciive ﬂnancia[
management during the year, and for the praparation of
tha aceounting slatements.

We maintalned an adequate systern of internal control
including measures designed te prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and raviewad Its affactivaness.

| made proper arrapgements and acebgled responsibility
{ for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

2

{ has oniy done whal it has the legal power fo do and has
{ complied with Proper Practices in doing sa.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compllance with laws, regulations and Praper
Practicas that could have a significant financial effact
on the abllity of this authority to conduct lis
husiress or manage Its finances.

4, We provided proper opporlunity during the year for
the exercise of electorg’ rights in accordance with the
requilraments of the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

8, We carried out an assassment of the risks faclng this
authorily and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the Introduction of Internal centrels and/for
waxternal Insurance cover whers required.

&, We malntained throughout the year an adeyuate and
effective system of Internal audit of the accounting
recortds and contrel systems.,

1 during the year gave all persons interested the opporiunity fo
1 inspect and ask quastions shout this authorfly’s accounts.

1 considersd and documented the fnancial and ofher risks il
{ faces and doalt with them properiy.

| arrangrad for a competent person, indepsndent of the finaneial
| controls and procedures, {o give an objeciive view on whather
| internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

| respondad to matters brought fo its attantion by internal and
|| exdemal audit.

| tiscloged everyihig it should have about ifs businass activity
| during the year Including events taking place after the year
- enidt if relevant.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit,

B, We considered whether any ltigation, liabiltias or
commitments, events or transastions, aceuring alther
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have includad them
in the accounting slatements.

SONSISISE SIS

9. (For Jocal councils only) Trust funds Including
charitable. In our capacty as the sols managing
frustee we discharged our accountability
raspongibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, ff required, independerit
axamination or audil.

fras met ail of its responsibiitiea where, as a hody
§ corporale, Itis @ sole managing trustee of a local
M (rust or trusts,

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and deseribe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identifled. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Ahnual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whers
meating of the authority on: approval was given:
20/05{n0nn \j\ﬂif""

and recorded as minute reference: Chalr

2024 - 16 Clork AL s

www. poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Poynton with Worth Town Council

o Year.g_a"nd_i.ﬂg B
31 March

2023 . 2024

31 March

: :-Notes and gundance

Plzase round alf fic figures (o nearest £1 Do not leave an y
| boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. Alf ﬂ gures must

- B

| agree to underlymg financial ecords. -~

1, Balancss brought ST e T Total batances and ressrves st the beginning of the year

forward 624,194 359,702| as rocorded in the finahcial records, Value must egree fo
PR T LY. .| Box 7 of pravious yesr.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and © U] Total amount of precep! (or for IDBS rates and levies)
Levies 521,087 - 550,986 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
s Loy received.
3. (+) Total othar recelpts L el T U] Total incomne or recelpts as recorded in fhe cashbook iess
258,732 115,279] the precept or rates/levies recelved (ine 2). Include any
T Tl grants received,
4, (-) Staff costs : o PR | otal expenditure or paymenis mads to and on behalf
-~ ada7aolt - 4| OF all employess, Include gross safaries and wages,
_ 4’16-’??99 o 458’745 employers Nl confributions, ermployers pansion
L . o | contriblitions, gratuitiss and severance paymenis,

§, {-) Loan interest/capital b Total expenditure or payments of capital and interast
repayments . 12,48 1| made during the ysar on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Sl R Y Tota) expendituire or payments as recorded in the cash-

B627,492| - . '190,134{ book less staff costs (ling 4) and loan interesticapital
i b e | repayments (iine 5).

7. (=) Balances carried S o | Total balances and reserves at the and of the year. Must
forward 309,002} ... B64,607| equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Tutal value of cash and LT e ] The sum of alf current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments -3TTA38) - 385,982 holdings and short term investments heid &s at 31 March -

TP © L0 To agree with bank reconciliation.

8. Total fixed assets plus L e e | The value of alf the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments -.74,680,458| - . 2793} up of all its fixed assets and Jong term Investments as af
and assets L e 2ot 31 March. _

10, Total borrowings D AT s The outstending capital balance as af 31 March of all loans

160000 e 99O from third parties (including PWLB).

For Locai Councﬂs Only -

11a Dlscloswe note re Tru=;t funds
(including charitable)

1th, Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitabls)

8 The Council, as a body corporte, acts as sole frustee and
H /s responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.

The figures in the acocunting statements above
exchide any Trust fransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Staterents in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on efther a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountahflity for Smaller Authorltfes - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and prosent fairly
the finandcial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsiblie Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

AL Bt

15 fos J2c2y

Date

| confitm that thaseé Accounting Btatemenis were
approvad by this autlmrity on this date

200051 20 2.!4

a5 morclad in mlnui:eA referance:

S?.Gx“’ii‘"i:?*

Signed by Chair of the meeting whare the Accounting
Statements were approved

WA
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Poynton Town Council - CH0163

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature //,(\7( v //(/!‘/. Vi _4/' Date 12/09/2024

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™



